Completing the Circle: How to Save Birds While Birding

The Christmas Bird Count, born of a desire to count
birds rather than shoot them during the holiday season,
effectively gave birth to the modern conservation move-
ment in North America in 1900. As we fast-forward to
the 21st century, broader concerns regarding the state of
our global environment give sharp focus to the activity
we now call Citizen Science. Around the world, coun-
tries are coming together to discuss their roles in
maintaining biodiversity as part of international agree-
ments on how we can use birds as indicators of
biodiversity and environmental health, and how we can
effectively monitor changes in bird populations. As the
BirdLife International partner in the United States,
Audubon has an important role on the world stage for
monitoring population trends in North America and
beyond.

The only way that we can estimate trends across
meaningful geographic scales is to engage volunteers to
count birds in a systematic manner, and to have those
volunteers submit their results to a central online data-
base. The Internet presents a powerful opportunity for a
fast, meaningful, two-way transfer of information
between dispersed observers and a nationallybased
research staff, a model that is being adopted around the
world in various ways in countries as diverse at Turkey,
the United Kingdom, Kenya, and the United States.

This has been an exciting year for the Christmas Bird
Count (CBC). Dan Niven, of Audubon’s Science
Department, has been working with statisticians and
others at the U.S. Geological Survey’s Patuxent Wildlife
Research Center to analyze the results from the CBC
with statistical procedures that take into consideration
the variable ways by which data have been collected
(“Statistical Analyses Make the Christmas Bird Count
Relevant for Conservation,” page 21). This work has
produced new trend graphs for bird populations at the
beginning of winter. Dan began by analyzing boreal
species as a part of our current partnership in the Boreal
Songbird Initiative (“Christmas Bird Count Provides
Insights Into Population Change in Land Birds That
Breed in the Boreal Forest,” page 10). In some instances,
the CBC gives us new trends for species, such as the
Northern Shrike and Harris’s Sparrow, that breed to the
north where the North American Breeding Bird Survey
(BBS) does not give us reliable information. In other
species, such as the Rusty Blackbird, the trends provide
a chilling reminder of what other data have shown us.
In sull other species, such as the Merlin and Hermit
Thrush, the CBC trends support the positive increases
revealed by the BBS.

These new analyses, couched around the recommen-
dations of the CBC Scientific
(“Improving the Christmas Bird Count: Report of a

Review Panel

Review Panel,” page 34), greatly enhance the value of
your participation in the CBC. We hope that you view
this new way of working with data as helping you to
effectively contribute to bird conservation. And it’s our
hope that through these results you will gain a greater
understanding of the issues affecting the birds in your
area, and become a spokesperson for the birds on the
local and regional levels. Citizen Science has a great
potential to strengthen the democratic process and
incorporate the environment as a central issue in the
political process. Audubon works to engage people in
achieving its bird conservation goals.

In the United Kingdom, the British government has
adopted bird population trends as one of 15 primary
National Sustainability Indicators. In this way, birds are
used to develop a direct link between environmental
health and governmental policy. This gives us some-
thing to work toward in the Americas, too.

It is our hope that you will participate in other Citizen
Science projects as well, such as the Great Backyard
Bird Count, the Breeding Bird Survey, Project
FeederWatch, or your state’s breeding bird atlas pro-
gram, and submit your daily observations to eBird.
Keep an eye out for Important Bird Area (IBA) stew-
ardship groups that will need your help to monitor birds
at these critical sites. IBAs in particular offer an oppor-
tunity for you to act locally as part of a global program.
The information you collect on the annual CBC shows
trends that guide decisions about Audubon’s WatchList,
which helps Audubon prioritize its bird conservation
actions. In turn, this informs our State of the Birds
report.

So you see, your participation in the CBC is much
more than a good day out birding with friends. Thanks
to Citizen Science, your days in the field most definitely
benefit the birds you are counting.

—Paul Green, Ph.D., Director, Citizen Science

ON THE COVER: Providing a perfect example of the
crossover between the Christmas Bird Count and the
Boreal Songbird Initiative, the 104th CBC was a “flight”
year for Common Redpolls (Carduelis flammea). While
the size of the irruption was average in terms of num-
bers of birds, the pattern of occurrence was quite
unusual. This male Common Redpoll was photographed
on the breeding grounds near Nome, Alaska.
Photo/Arthur Morris/www.birdsasart.com.




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages false
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages false
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




