
regionwide, staged anything approach-
ing an invasion, and the regional total of
40 Northern Goshawks offered a modest
indication of better-than-usual numbers
of this reclusive northern accipiter this
season. The New England total of 101
Northern Shrikes approached twice that
of the 103rd CBC, but a grand total of 13
Bohemian Waxwings was the lowest since
1999, when the species literally went

unrecorded. Further scrutiny of the region’s
counts online at www.audubon.org/
bird/cbc/index.html will inevitably
reveal additional emerging trends, and
as always, the thoughtful reader is
encouraged to do so.

In a season when 216 species were tal-
lied, it is not surprising that among the
total there inevitably would be some
fancy birds. And indeed there were!

Perhaps of all the out-of-season species
encountered on New England CBCs this
winter, none was more amazing than the
Philadelphia Vireo carefully observed
and identified by experienced birders at
Plymouth, the same count where a
White-eyed Vireo also appeared! This is
unquestionably the first Philadelphia
Vireo ever recorded on a New England
CBC, and possibly only the second ever
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recorded in the Northeast (see Sandy
Hook, NJ, CBC for 1993). Very close
behind in the “Off the Wall” category
were single Summer Tanagers at
Concord, MA, and Old Lyme-
Saybrook, and a Scarlet Tanager at
Stellwagen Bank. All these tanager
occurrences, each one identifiably pho-
tographed, represented first CBC
records for the region. In addition to the
stunning out-of-season species men-
tioned above, in the bona fide vagrant
category belong Barnacle Goose at New
London and a meticulously pho-
tographed and described Slaty-backed
Gull at Lee-Durham, a first regional
record for any time of year! Needless to
say, the provenance of the Barnacle Goose
is indeterminate (like many Barnacle
Geese in North America), while final
acceptance of the Slaty-backed Gull
awaits a verdict by the New Hampshire
records committee. Only slightly less
glittering were meticulously document-
ed appearances of two Lesser Yellowlegs
at Cape Cod, a Willet at Old Lyme, a
Marbled Godwit at Buzzards Bay, a
White-rumped Sandpiper at Newport
County-Westport, three indeterminate
phalarope species at Mid-Cape Cod, a
Black-throated Green Warbler at
Buzzards Bay, and a Spotted Towhee at
Grafton-Bristol. 

Finally, there is inevitably that cluster
of species that, while rare in the region
in winter, appear with enough frequency
(increasing and otherwise) that they do
not quite make the A-Team roster. In this
group belong Greater White-fronted

Goose at Hartford and Stratford-
Milford; Blue-winged Teal at Mid-Cape
Cod, Westport (2), and South Kingstown
(2); Pacific Loon at Quincy and New
London; Eared Grebe at Cape Ann;
Sandhill Crane (2) at Mid-Cape Cod;
American Oystercatcher (2) at New
Bedford, Martha’s Vineyard, and New
Haven; Pomarine Jaeger at Stellwagen
Bank; Blue-headed Vireo at Truro and
Napatree Point; Townsend’s Solitaire at
Rutland; Varied Thrush at Lake
Sunapee and Plainfield; Northern
Waterthrush at Cape Cod; Lincoln’s
Sparrow at Newport County-Westport
and Coastal New Hampshire; Rose-
breasted Grosbeak at Truro and
Greenwich-Stamford; and Brewer’s
Blackbird at Thomaston-Rockland.

A systematic perusal of the season’s
checklist produces yet another cadre of
“mentionables,” the most outstanding of
which appear on the roster that follows.
Waterfowl present long enough to sur-
vive the deep freeze that immediately
followed the CBC period included note-
worthy regional totals of 2746 Mute
Swans (Another exotic makes good!),
330 Northern Pintails, 1566 Ring-
necked Ducks, and 4121 Hooded
Mergansers, the last two species reflect-
ing long-term regional increases. Less
promising were the paltry totals of 150
Canvasbacks and 26 Redheads. 

Great Egrets at New London (count
week) and Napatree Point, and Snowy
Egret at Napatree Point no doubt also
dodged bullets before the frigid weather
of early January locked up virtually every

bit of coastal marshland water. The New
England CBC totals of 47 Black
Vultures and 435 Turkey Vultures punc-
tuate one of the more dramatic recent
range expansions in the region. Single
Ospreys were recorded at Truro,
Groton-Oxbow NWR, Salmon River,
and South Kingstown. A regional total
of 391 Bald Eagles, while not quite
reaching last season’s record of 403,
continued the optimistic trend shown
by this spectacular raptor. The tally of
488 Sharp-shinned Hawks was only one
below last year, but 404 Cooper’s
Hawks once again raised the bar for this
Comeback Champion raptor. Simply
astounding! On a significantly less opti-
mistic note, the cumulative total of 62
American Kestrels represents a downward
trend that is possibly the most significant
of any species in New England. These
little guys appear to be in big trouble,
particularly when one considers the total
of 70 Merlins, a species that until not so
many years ago was considered fairly rare
in winter anywhere in the region except
coastal southern New England!

Apart from the previously mentioned
shorebird highlights, the only species
deserving a comment is the total of 11
Greater Yellowlegs on Maine CBCs and
the lowest tally of Sanderlings (192) at
Cape Cod since 1992. Gulls always man-
age to attract some attention. In the
limelight this season it was Laughing
Gulls at Greater Boston and Martha’s
Vineyard; Little Gulls at Truro, Nantucket,
and Cape Cod; a new high state total of
13 Iceland Gulls in the Nutmeg State;
and a regional total of 46 Lesser Black-
backed Gulls. All of the Atlantic alcid
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Lesser Yellowlegs (Tringa flavipes), Cape Cod, Massachusetts. Photo/Blair Nikula

Lincoln’s Sparrow (Melospiza lincolnii),
Coastal New Hampshire, New Hampshire.
Photo/Bruce Goodwin



species were recorded, including unusual
inshore appearances of Atlantic Puffins
at Truro (2) and Cape Ann.

Despite any inclemency in the weath-
er, owling received 627.75 party-hours
of effort this season. A low-level indication
that at least some owl movement took
place was suggested by the regional total of
36 Short-eared Owls and 137 Northern
Saw-whet Owls in Massachusetts and
Connecticut, although the total of seven
Snowy Owls confirmed the fact that this
species definitely did not erupt this win-
ter. The northward spread of the
Red-bellied Woodpecker (a species that
didn’t breed in New England until the
1960s and 1970s) is practically as dra-
matic as that of the Tufted Titmouse,
Northern Mockingbird, and Northern
Cardinal before it. The total number of
Red-bellied Woodpeckers recorded in
southern New England this year reached
1934, compared with 1439 Hairy
Woodpeckers! In northern New England,
corresponding figures were 45 and
1488. One has to ask the inevitable
question of whether competitive exclu-
sion is a factor here? The only other
woodpecker to make a statement was
the Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, with an
impressive regional total of 90, all in
southern New England. If Red-bellied
Woodpeckers are blitzing northward,
Common Ravens are surging southward.
A new state high of 102 of these wily
corvids was recorded in Connecticut this
season, causing Steve Broker to note,
“…it is increasing its breeding range
fastest of all bird species in our state.”
(The Connecticut Warbler 24: 44). That
American Crows are taking a severe hit
from West Nile virus now seems unam-
biguous. A number of count compilers
specifically commented on the decline
of crows in many count circles (e.g., in
Connecticut at least five counts record-
ed 20-year low tallies), and even
anecdotal impressions suggest that the
numbers of this usually conspicuous
species are visibly diminished. These
impressions are not universal, however,
as suggested by the nightly presence of
more than 20,000 crows using a historic

roost near Hartford. CBC participants
are urged to increasingly monitor this
species carefully in the future. The only
Tree Swallow of the period was a single
at Martha’s Vineyard. A total of 811
Hermit Thrushes had to be one of the
most robust totals ever noted in the
region, and continuing the pattern of
increased numbers of American Robins
in recent years, 30,065 were counted in
the Bay State alone. While not nearly as
impressive as the thrush numbers, a
regional total of 147 American Pipits
was nonetheless notable.

Although several out-of-season war-
blers were recorded, this year failed to
produce the variety of several recent
past years. Likewise, Clay-colored
Sparrows at Buzzards Bay (2), Greater
Boston, Martha’s Vineyard, and
Concord, MA, (count period), and
Grasshopper Sparrows at Greater
Boston and South Kingstown were the
only notable species in this group.
Perhaps one of the most interesting
aspects of the Martha’s Vineyard CBC
was Rob Culbert’s description of flocks
of Common Redpolls arriving off the
sea from the south side of the island and
later departing for the mainland from
the northward-facing cliffs at Gay
Head. A familiar behavior pattern gen-
erally exhibited by autumn migrants at
this famous birding island off the
Massachusetts coast, to see winter
finches doing the same thing that vire-
os, warblers, and thrushes do earlier in
the fall must have been a treat. 

NEW YORK
Kevin J. McGowan, Ph.D.
Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology

159 Sapsucker Woods Road

Ithaca, NY 14850
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A total of 80 counts were conducted
in New York this year, reporting 202
species and 1,106,624 individual birds.
Montauk led all counts with 140
species. Southern Nassau was next
highest, with 136 species. Rochester
and Peekskill tied for high upstate, with
93 species.

Red-throated Loon numbers were
down, with the state total of 1229 being
less than half of last year’s Montauk count.
Common Loon numbers were down, too,
with the high of 386 at Montauk a quar-
ter of last year’s total. No Eared Grebes
were reported this year. Pied-billed Grebe
numbers seemed down, with only 20
counts reporting, and just Southern
Nassau reaching double figures.

Quite unusual were two Brown Pelicans,
one on the Sagaponack count and another
at Quoge-Watermill. Northern Gannet
numbers were down, with only the 1015
seen at Montauk being significant, and
that well below the record high of 6668
on the 102nd count. Double-crested
Cormorant numbers were modest, but
Great Cormorant numbers were good,
with record highs on four counts.

Great Egret showed up on five coastal
counts this year, and Snowy Egret only
at Smithtown. A Green Heron on the
Southern Orange count was quite
unusual, but no details were provided.

Black Vultures were seen on eight
counts this year, all in the southeastern
part of the state. Turkey Vultures were
seen on 14 counts, with several scattered
around upstate. The one in Ithaca was
new to the count.

Greater White-fronted Geese appeared
on three counts downstate, and Snow
Geese were present on 26 counts, most-
ly in small numbers; Montezuma set a
new record high count with 2672 (20 of
the blue form). The single Ross’s Goose
present at Brooklyn and Oak Orchard
was a new species for both counts. This
year only Bronx-Westchester reported the
small form of Canada Goose, newly split
as Cackling Goose for future seasons.
Tundra Swans set another all-time high,
with 1067 on 11 counts. Buffalo (134)
and Jamestown (120) had good numbers,
but once again the Montezuma count
was the leader, with a new high of 724. 

Eurasian Wigeon was present on only
four counts this year, and moderate
numbers of American Wigeons were seen
around the state. Although 60 counts
recorded American Black Duck, all had
only modest numbers. The same could
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be said of Mallard, present on 68 counts.
Single Blue-winged Teal were reported
from only four Long Island counts this
year. Only Brooklyn reported the
Eurasian form of the Green-winged Teal.
Redhead numbers seemed down; Ithaca’s
50 was a long way from its record high
of 13,412 on the 101st count. The
Tufted Duck present on the Oswego-
Fulton count was new for the count,
presumably the same one present in the
area for several years running. The small
numbers of Harlequin Ducks were to be
expected on the four Long Island
counts, but the single in Buffalo was
much more surprising, not being seen
there since the 78th count. Long-tailed
Ducks occurred in higher than normal
numbers on many Long Island counts,
but Rochester had the high count for
the state at 2338. Only Northern
Nassau tallied Barrow’s Goldeneye.

An Osprey at Sagaponack was the only
report. Bald Eagle numbers continue to
set new highs, with a total of 197 report-
ed. An astounding 41 counts reported
eagles this year, over half of all New York
counts! Single Northern Goshawks at
Brooklyn and on Long Island at Orient

were unusual. Red-tailed Hawk numbers
were up, with records set on 17 counts.
Rough-legged Hawk numbers seemed
low. Merlins again were seen in good
numbers, including across upstate, with
55 seen on 20 counts; Orient led with
10. Forty-two Peregrine Falcons were
seen on 20 counts, including a larger
than normal number upstate. 

A single Gray Partridge on the
Massena-Cornwall count was the only
report this year. Wild Turkey numbers
continued to be high all across the state,
while Northern Bobwhite stayed low on
Long Island. Single Lesser Yellowlegs at
Staten Island and on Long Island at
Orient were unusual, as were the Willets
seen at Smithtown (1) and Southern
Nassau (2, photographed) on Long
Island. Southern Nassau also recorded a
single Spotted Sandpiper and provided
good details.

The single Laughing Gull reported on
the Southern Nassau count was quite
unusual, but the one reported on the
Buffalo count was unprecedented.
Unfortunately, no details were provided.
Iceland Gulls were reported from 12
counts, and Glaucous Gulls were seen on

three counts, with another three count
week. Buffalo had a rather high count of
Lesser Black-backed Gulls with 10. The
Montauk count could only muster three
Black-legged Kittiwakes, but they still
led the state. Razorbill numbers were
nowhere near the highs of last year, with
only four counts reporting them, with
the single in Queens the only remarkable
report. Two Dovekies and two unidenti-
fied alcids on the Montauk count were
the only other alcid reports.

Barn Owls were reported on six counts
this year. The only report away from the
coast was a heard-only owl at Conesus-
Hemlock-Honeoye Lakes. Snowy Owls
were scarce once again, with two seen in
Rochester, one in Central Suffolk
County, and two others seen during
count week in Brooklyn and Geneva. A
Rufous Hummingbird was reported on
the Sagaponack count, and is becoming
nearly expected somewhere in the state
each year, and few Yellow-bellied
Sapsuckers were reported this year.

A scattering of Eastern Phoebes was
seen downstate, but no upstate counts
reported them this year. Northern
Shrikes were seen in good numbers with
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